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Counsideration of Report.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mount Magnet) [4.36]: I
niove—

That the House take into consideration the
report of the Royal Commission appointed to
inquire into the operations of the Agrienltural
Bank.

On motion by Mr. Latham, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 137 p.m,
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The PRESIDEXNT took the ('hair at 4.30
p.m.. and read pravers.

QUESTION—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY

TAX.
Hon. ¢*. ¥, BAXTER a=ked the Chief
Secretmiy: 1, What amounts have heen

aszessed sinee 30th June, 1934, for financial
emergency tax covering the period to the
30th June, 1933 -(a) on individuals; (b) on
companie=? 2, What amount, is it e-timated.
has =till to be assessed under the above leal-
ings for the sr2me period?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(), (b) £29546. The amounts cannot be
given separately under (a) and (b), as a
dissection for that purpose iz not made in
the office. 2, Approximately £20,000.
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MOTION—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATICN ACT.

To Disollow Regulation.

Order of the Dy read for the resumption
of the debate from the previous day on the
following motton hy Hon. A, Thomson—

That Regulation Neo. 48, made under the
State Transport (o-ordination Act, 1933, as
published in the foverament Gazette'? on
16th March, 1934, and Ilaid on the Table of

the House on 7th August, 1934, be and is
hereby disallowed.

On motion by Hon. .J. George, dcbate ad-
journed.

BILL-ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
PROPERTY ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reuading.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, Bill read
a third time and passed.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the Pprevious day,

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[4.38]: If the forestry authorities are per-
fectly satisfied, as we understand they are,
that the referestation of sandalwood under
existing conditions in this State is imprag-
tieable, it seems to me the proper course for
the Government to take would be to intro-
duce a Bill for the repeal of the whole of
Section 2 of the Forests Act Amendment Act
o.t' 1924, That would put back the posi-
tion to what it was previously, and there
would be no necessity to bring down
a re-enactment measure year after year. So
far us I can gather, the forestry authorities
have decided that they eannct profitably ex-
pend in sandalwood reforestation the amount
that is provided in the original Act. If theyv
are sincere in that, the bringing down of an
n.nnual measnure is galy prolonging the posi-
tion without any good effect. The Rill be-
fore us has a retrespective foree ; it sets ont
to validate certain things that were done up
to the 30th June of this vear. To that there
can be no objection, but it seems unneces-
sary to bring down a Bill year after year
when final results could be obtained in an-
other way. As for the utiliging of funds for
reforestation purposes, I join with Mr.
Miles in calling attention to the fallacy of
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using loan money to carry on the work and
taking into Consolidated Revenue cash re-
ceived month by month from royalties. Ii
does not seem the right way to finance the
work, and I think that practice should be
remedied. The Chief Secretary yesterday
made brief reference to reforestation and I
understood him to say the work was keeping
pace with the quantity of cutting that was
going on; that is to say, that where a tree
was being taken out another one was being
planted. The Minister said that work was
going on satisfactorily. But T hope the
Chief Secretary has not been misinformed
in this regard, for I know he would not wil-
fully mislead the House. However, that in-
formation which he gave is not in accord
with information given me recently by men
who are in the forests the whole of their
time. I put that question definitely to a
man in the industry in the South-West, and
he said that only in one portion of the coun-
try was there any real reerowth taking place.
T mention this because I do not wish it te
go out that the position is satisfaetory when
it may not be so. I hope the Chief Secre-
tary, in accordance with hig admirable cus-
tom of following up reasonable questions
put to him by members, will communicate
with the Forests Department and get a little
more information on this question of refor-
estation. 1f the department are represent-
ing the position as satisfactory merely for the
sake of saying something pleasing, it should
be remedied. I will support the Bill, but |
think that when another year comes round
the Government would be wise in taking the
action I snggested in the first instance,

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
.adjourned.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT (ES-
TATE AND SUCCESSION DUTIES
AMENDMENT. .

Recetved [rom the Assembly and read a
first Lime.

BILL—MORTGAGEES’ RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from previeus day.

EON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[4.477: T am pleased that this Bill has been
brouglt down, and feel confident it will meet

[COUNCIL.]

with the support of every member. Al-
though many instances have heen quoted,
and many letters have appearced in the Press,
to the elfect that it was time the Act was
reviewed, as a member from the country 1
maintain that the position there has not
a'tered sufficiently to warrant either amand-
ing or throwing out the Act. Mr. Parker
sugrested that the legislation could be
amended so that the mortgagee might apply
to the court concerming his mortgage. The
Act could well be left as it is secing that the
mortgagor has many difficulties to contend
with, and would not require to come under
the Act if hb was able to pay his interest
readily. The onus that has to be carried
should remain on the shoulders of the mor:-
gagee. Mr. Mann expressed the opinion
that the positinn in the town has altered
compared with that in the eonntry. I know
of many cases of people in the country who,
but for the Act, would have had to vacate
their hortes. We would be well advised to
leave things as they are for the present,
and T tkerefore zive the Bill my entire sup-
port.

On raotion by Hon. II. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL--REDUCTION OF RENTS ACT
CONTINUANCE,

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the previong day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-Fast)
[450]: T feel that this jegizlation must be
cartied on, but, in view of the present ano-
malous position in which wmany property
owners lind thewselves, it seems to me the
Acl should he both reviewed and amended.
At the moment we are not in a position to
amend the Act, beeanse this Bill merely con-
tinues the existing legislation, Memthers who
listened to Mr. Cornell’s vemarks must rei-
lise that constderable hardship ix heing en-
dared by owners of properties on the gold-
ficlds. The man who has stuck to the gold-
fields iz the one who is heing penalised,
whilst those who have recently vefurned tfo
that part of the State, on aceount of the rve-
newerl activity of the mining indostry, are
able to erect new premises and impose al-
mast anyv conditions they like. 3fr. Mann
siizgests o that all  these emergency Bills
should he amended with a view to removing
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the various apomalies that exist. In my
district, where the depression has seriously
affected numbers of business people, the Act
does not apply. In several of the country
towns {he owners of premises wounld be glad
to receive any rent at all for them. On the
other hand there are premises the owners
of which suffered considerable hardship
through baving to accept reduced rentals.
The Act applies only to people who had
leases prior to the time when it was passed.
If all these Bills could be reviewed, many
anomalies could he rectified. I eommend
the suggestion to the Minister in charge of
this measure in the hope that something
along fhe lines T have indicated may be done.

HON. R. G. MOORE (North-East)
[4.551: Mr. Nicholson yesterday referred to
<certnin anomalies that existed on the gold-
fields. To a large extent that i» the position.
The Aet applies to leases that were in exisl-
ence prior to the passing of the Aet, and
also to those persons who had rencewal rights
extended to them. The Aet does create
anomalies. Generally speaking T have not
much sympathy with the landlord on  the
goldfields. If ever there has heen a
prosperity hoom For landiords in the history
of Australia, it has oceurred on ihe gold-
fields during the st three or four years. |
ghould like to see the scope of the Aet on-
larged, so that people who have been and
still are being vietimised may have the right
to approach a court and obtain relief.

Hon. A. Thomson: You want a rent-
fixing court?

Hon. R. G, MOORE: T am not advocating
low renfals, but fair rentals, Some years
ago I moved a motion when a member of the
Kalgoorlie Municipal Council that the Gov-
ernment should appoint a fair rents board
on the goldfields to deal with this very gues-
tion, but nothing came of it. Tt is very didi-
cult to handle a matter of that sort. On
general principles T am not in favouwr of
interfering with private enterprise, but I
think there is a limit to whieh people ought
to be allowed to go. Although there are a
few people on the goldfields who, having
leases prior to the passing of the Aet, have
been penalised becanse fhey are not getfing
reasonable rentals, most tenants there are
paving far more than they should be asked
to pay. Some landlords have kept the rents
down to a reazonable fizure, but others have
squeezed the [ast zhilling out of their tenanis,
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taken advantage of the situation, and ex-
tracted exorbitant rentals. T should like to
see the Act amended-so that the portion re-
lating to leases could be wiped out, and some
means devised whereby tenants could ap-
proach the court and gef a fair deal. No
doubt this situation will work out its own
salvation sooner or later, but in the mean-
time many people are suffering a great deal
uf anxiety and distress. Working men who
were paying 152, a week for their homes,
amounting to approximately a day’s wages,
more than which no man should he asked to
pay as rental, are now payiug as much as
30s. and £2 a week.

ITon. A, Thomson: For the same type of
house?

Hon. R. i, MUORE: Yes. A reasonable
landiord might =till be charging only 15s, u
week, but the tenant next door may have to
pay £2 a week. Some people cannot help
doing that sort of thing, and we often have
to be protected from our fellow men. 1t is
diffieult {o arvrive at what is a {air rental in
all these cases. In many instunces ths rents
are anything hat fair. I was hauled over the
coals for moving the motion I did when a
member of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Coun-
¢il. T pointed out to one man that the pro-
cedure T sugzested would not apply to any
person who was charging only a fair rent,
and would apply only to those who were
charging extortionate rates. There shonld
Lbe some way fo deal with the latter in-
dividual, and ensure that the tenant has a
fair deal. Tf n man invests his money he
should he able to get value for it. but not an
extortionate return. The more houses that
are ereeterl on the goldfields the better will
the position become, and the sooner will
things right themselves. Meanwhile, low-
ever, the situation is very aecute. 1 should
like the Government to appoint a fair rents
hoard for the goldfields so that residents
there may have some tribunal to which thev
can apply in order to secure reasonable treat-
ment. T support the Bill.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [5.0]:
Whilst T have a great deal of sympathy for
those people who I know are in many in-
stances paying exorbitant rents on the gold-
fields, I cannot see that a fair rents court,
if it were established, could work on sound
lines. I do not know of any place outside
the goldfields where it can be said rvents are
exorhitant, and if we made the Aet applie-
able to the zoldfields only, where would it
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end? Practically from one end of Western
Anstralia to the other there are bright pros-
pects in respect to goldmining, and so we
shounld have to go much farther afield than
Kalgoorlie.

Hon. R. ¢. Moore: Make it apply to the
whole State,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Then we sihould
be interfering with private enterprise to such
an extent that the cure wounld be worse than
the disense. We should be interfering with
those possessing enongh enterprise to build
homes, and that interference would exfend
throughout the State instead of to ome part
of it only. The bhon. member would find
that if the legislation were made applicable
to Kalgoorlie only, it would have the effect
of arresting building operations there. XNo
one wanld attempt to bnild because it would
not be known what the court would do. Any
builder would be rumning a tremendous
risk. Such a proposal would frighten those
people who had any idea of building bhomes.
With the establishment of a fair rents ecourt
throughont the State, trouble would com-
mence. I cannot see that there would be any
hope of relicf from snch a tribunal.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The law of sapply
and demand will regulate the position.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Quite =o. When
the people of the Siate are satisfied ihat
there is o semblance of permanency about
the goldfields, then many will build homes.
Al they require is a fair return for the capi-
tal they invest; but it is highly dangerous
to amend the law to provide a fair rents
court. During the past 44 years, Parliament
has been very busy passing Acts of a most
drastic nature. We have placed Acls on the
statute-book whiel, in ordinary times, we
would shudder {o think abonut. All this,
however, has lLeen compulsory, and we are
dealing with some of that legislation at the
present time. 1f we are going to estend
that legislation in the direction ruggested by
some speakers, the position will become
wWorse.

HON. H. SEDDON (XNorth-East)
[5.4]: As has been pointed out, the Bill is
one of those iniroduced as the resnlt of the
depression. It vontains two main principles,
the frst dealing with the position of a ten-
ant who, through unemployment finds him-
self unable to pay rent, and the second deal-
ing with the position of the man who ob-
tained a mortgage and who, for the same

[COUXNCIL.]

reazon, = mnable to meef his obligations, The
Bill was placed on the statute-book as a tem-
porary measuve, and the committee which
investigated it set ouf that fact as the reasonr
for recommending the placing of the Bill on
the statute-book. Tt was felt that it would
place a burden on the man who had invested
his money in houses, a burden that should
rightly have been carried by the commun-
ity.  That position still exists, In many
cases people invested their life savings in
hounses that they intended to let, and from
which they hoped te reap a certain income
for their old age. What js the position of
those people to-day?

Hou. J. George: Some of them are better
off than old age pensioners.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I would be glad if
the hon. member won!d point out those cases.
There are instances where people are worse
oft, and, by reason of their possessing pro-
perty. they are unable to receive assistance.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Unfortunately there
are many such cases,

Hon. H. SEDDOX : The Bill has been car-
ried on from year to year, and from the
figures given by the Minister yesterday il is
evident that the position is easier. We ure
all pleased to know that. Of those fgures,
it would be interesting to know how many
of them are orders which were given by the
court to the tenants, and how many are
orders given for the relief of those persons
who have undertaken mortgages.

The Honorary Minister: Are not you ¢on-
fusing this Bill with another?

Hon. H. SBEDDON: I am discussing the
Tenants, Purchasers and Mortgagors’ Relief
Act Amendment Biil.

The Houorary Minister: There is no con-
nection between the Bill before the House
and what you are discussing.

Hon, H. SEDDON: Fhen I am speaking
on the wrong Bill. 1 have been concerned
about the rents on the goldiields, and bave
brought the subject bhefore the House on
several oceasions. Up to tive vears avo the
position was that houses were guing beg-
ging, and the guestion of rents did not enter
into it at all. House property was =old st
ridiculous prices, or the houses were demol-
ished and crected elsewhere,  After 1028,
there was a change as the resnlt of a excione
which effecied a drastic clean-up,  Many
dwellings were wiped out completely, and
gince then there has heen, in Kalgooriie,-a
shorlage of houses. The law of supply
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and demand operated, with the resuli that
rents weat up. Still, if any people sug-
gested it might be desirable to invest money
on the goldfields in building dwelling houses,
one would have been met with the reply that
he was mad. Soon after, the position be-
<ame more and more acute until at the pre-
gent time a good many people are building,
though mostly for their own requirements.
I know of very few people who are building
houses with a view to letting them. Quite
a number of places that were formerly oe-
«cupied as offices and hotels are being con-
verted into flats, and the owners are reaping
a handsome profit. When it was suggested
that the position might be relieved by the
introduction of capital for the erection of
dwellings, certain  sonrces were tapped.
People who had meney lying idle we e ap-
proached with a view fo the construction of
a number of residences. The Perth Buili.
ine Society, which at that time had £50,000
Tyine idle. were invited to invest it on the
goldfiglds, but the proposal was turned
down as it was considered by that society
that the investment would not he a safe one.
A sugeestion was also made to the Govern-
ment that they might meet the position
somewhnt if only bv erecting houses and
renting them to Government employees.
This, it was thought. could be done through
the agency of the Workers’ Homes Board.
and it was considered that the scheme would
have been a good one from the Government’s
point of view.

Hon. R. G. Moore: Where private enter-
prize eould not succeed.

Hon. H. SEDODYN: So far, however,
nothing has been done. Still another sugges-
tion was made that the Government should
malke advances through the Workers’ Homes
Board, and so enable the people on the gnld-
ficlds to build their own homes and in that
wayv escape the payment of heavy rents. 1
anderstand that certain proposals have been
made to assist those people who suffered
through the riots which took place in Janu-
ary lasi, bui that is as far as the Govern-
ment have wone, Those who are in a posi-
tion to know are quite convinced there is
sufficient life ahead of the gold mining in-
dusiry to ensure reasonable interest on the
capital that might be invested. As Mr
AMoore has pointed out, rents have increased
considerably. and there are szcores of in-
stances where two families are living in the
one house and in that wav helping each
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other to pay the rent. The Government do
not appear to bc game to step in. I should
like to hear a suggestion from any hon.
member as to what might be done to relieve
the pressure that exists in Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We cannot deal with
that question on the Bill we are now dis-
cussing.

Hon. H. SEDDON: No, but the point has
been raised, and I am dealing with the posi-
tion as I know it. The position that exists
in Kalgoorlie to-day is also being ecreated
in other goldfields towns. At Laverton, for
instance, where the Lancefield Mine is oper-
ating, there is great want of aceommoda-
tion. A number of the men there are living
in camps and small eottages which have been
provided for them. A similar position. exists
at Menzies, where many people are finding
great difficulty in securing suitable habita-
tions. This is going to be a serious prob-
lem, and it will have to he conside-ed by
the Government. I suggest to the Honorary
Minister that he should bring the matter
under the notice of his colleagues to see
whether anything ean be dome through the
Workers' Homes Board, or through some
other ageney. TIn my judmment that iz the
only way in which excessive rental charges
can be effectively and permanently reduced.

Eon. T. Moore: You believe that when
private enterprise will not do a certain
thing, the Government should step in?

Hon, H. SEDDON: That has been done
in the past, and it appears to me to offer
a solution of this problem. If the hon.
mewmber has a better remedy to sugpest,
I am prepared to listen to it.

Hon. T. Moore: And then blame the
Government if they fail.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Tail to meet the
ewmergency? That would he a matter be-
tween the Government and their electors.
I have explained the difficulty to members
because it is serious. In other respects we
have adopted the principle that when no
one else will cater for a need, the Govern-
ment should do it. I am of opinion that
the time has arrived when the whole ot our
emergeney legislation should be reviewed,
in order to determine whether there is any
need for its continuance, or whethur it
micht be amended. T reserve to myself
the right to decide what attitude I shall
adopt towards this Bill
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On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

BILL—SUPREME COURT CRIMINAL
SITTINGS AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, H. 8. W, PARKER (Metropolitau-
Suburban) [517]: The proposal in this
Bill is a move in the right direction. Un-
doubtedly it is unreasonable that a person
committed in Deeember should have to wait
until March for trial. As there is always
a judge available at the courts in Febru-
ary, it would be a great convenience to
those practising in the courts, and only fair
to persons awaiting trial, that they should
There
is a good reason why eriminal sittings
should not be held in January; the papers
would not. be ready. The Chief Sceretary
said there had heen instances of undue de-
lay. 1 doubt whether that has happened
to any extent worth mentioning. During
the 514 years I was prosecuting, I cannot
recall an instanee of hardship ecaused
through the Criminal Court net sitting in
February. There was a murder case a
couple of years ago, and the judge did sit
in January. The judges have always been
ready and willing to sit and indeed have
gat during the vacation when so reguested
by the parties interested. It should be
pointed out that in murder cases especially,
time is required by the police to collect
the neeessary evidence for the inquesi, and
after the inquest various formalities have
to he observed before the acensed person
can be hrought to trial. "Even if a person
were gommitted in  December and not
brought to trial in February, it would not
necessarily indicate undue delay. In the case
referred to by the Chief Secretary the al-
lezed murder was committed in December,
and the woman was brought to trial on the
14th Maveh. Actually, I helieve, the trial
was delaved until late in the month be-
cause the parlies were not ready to pro-
ceed.  Poople are often apt to conclnde
that delays are due to the courts, whereas
other good and sufficient causes are re-
sponsible.  Whenever the judges have been
requested to sit during the vaeation, they
have done so, often when the parties von-
eerned have been ready to proceed. The

[ASSEMBLY.]

nmeasure commends itself to me and I trus
that members will support it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 5.23 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT (ESB-
TATE AND SUCCESSION DUTIES)

AMENDMENT.
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Wilcock—Geraldton) [4.32]: T
move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

MR. SBAMPSON (Swan) [4.33]: I wounld
appreciate a statement fram the Minister re-
gzarding the amendment to Clanse 69 dealing
with legacies io certain public bodies. An
amendment was passed to inclnde the words
“or any charitable or educational institutjon
in Western Ausiralia preseribed by the Cov-
ernor.” That amendment wag passed after
a long discus<ion as to the wisdom of giving



